In this paper, I will discuss the representation of Jewish and Muslim characters in Marlowe's The Jew of Malta and Shakespeare's Othello. The approach I will follow throughout this paper is the New Historicist one; i.e. relating the plays to the historical and political background in which they were written. In this regard, I will argue that the seemingly friendly relationship between England and the Muslim world during the reign of Queen Elizabeth representing 'others' on the English stage, be they Muslims, Jews or whoever.
Shakespeare's Othello and Shylock are among the most amiable others in Elizabethan drama.
